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transplant their pumpkins, then 
fertilize them, and they would 
follow the growing season and 
manage their pumpkins. Each 
student only got one pumpkin, so 
it required a lot of effort for them 
to complete the project.

“They have to watch for 
rot. We had a lot of rain in 
the summertime, and when 
that happens, it brings a lot of 
powdery mildew, which leads to 
rot. We had two or three students 
actually lose pumpkins because 
of that.”

Students also had to 
maneuver the pumpkins and 
clip off the additional ones 
growing beside the large one to 
make sure that their pumpkin did 
not strangle itself on the vine, 
according to Jennings.

S t u d e n t s  w e r e  n o t 
completely reliant on themselves 
for the project and had the help of 
Patrick Fix and Tim Grizzle, who 
are current state record holders 
for the largest pumpkin grown in 
Georgia at 1,306 pounds.

With the experts on her 
side, Holbrook’s 644-pound 
pumpkin set the all-time record 
for the 4-H event.

“I think it’s a big deal that 
we have the state winner,” said 
Jennings. “The pumpkin was 
644 pounds, which beat the state 
record set 11 years ago.”

J e n n i n g s  t h a n k e d 
Frank Riley of the Chestatee-
Chattahoochee RC&D Council 
for being the local sponsor of 
the project, and he also thanked 
Union County for allowing the 
students to use a select portion 

When it came to this year’s 4-H Pumpkin-Growing Contest, eight of the state’s Top 12 pumpkins 
were grown by students from Union County.

Reagan Covington came in Third Place in the state with her 
479-pound giant pumpkin.

of land to grow the pumpkins on 
at the Farmers Market.

With the project being a 
great success this year, Union 
County 4-H plans to continue 
bringing students into the event 
in future years, hoping to get 
more students involved with the 
program.

“We plan on doing this 

again in the spring, and we 
plan on recruiting 4-H’ers that 
are probably still in the middle 
school and high school range 
because of how labor intensive 
it can be,” said Jennings. “It’s 
not just putting the seed in the 
ground and walking away, you 
actually have to care for it.”
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides 
through serene woods, open meadows and 
mountain streams.  Reservations recommended 

Book now for your fall foliage 
ride in one of North Georgia’s 

most beautiful mountain settings 

Guided Trail Ride 
Fall Foliage from Horseback  

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

All 
Materials
Furnished

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large 

Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling, 
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure 
Washing, Staining, Painting. 

Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience 

Local & Regional

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

Got Leaves???  

Live Oak Professional Lawn Care  

706-400-0033 

 
facebook.com/LiveOakYards  

       -Fall Cleanup -Pressure Washing  
        -Tree Removal -Gutter Cleanout 


